
Make a Christmas Treat

This recipe activity is designed to be read by students, and then prepared by students 
with minimal adult assistance.  After students read the passage and complete the recipe, 
they answer the comprehension questions.  This activity has been used successfully by 
both general and special education students in grades 2 through 5, and is great for 
middle and high school aged life skills students.  It can be used as a small group activity, 
as a reading center, or in any way the teacher sees fit.  This recipe activity, and my 
others like it, is a fun way to incorporate test prep and real-world reading into the daily 
curriculum.  Parts of this recipe may get a little messy, and it will not always turn out 
“perfectly”.  The point is for students to have fun, and to connect their reading to real-
world situations.  If you and your students enjoy this recipe, please visit my Teachers 
Pay Teachers store at http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Rebecca-Bettis for 
other similar recipe activities.  This recipe is available as part of a collection of 7 recipe 
activities titled “Recipes for Reading Comprehension” and in my “Recipes for Reading 
– Bundled Package”, which contains all 27 of my “Recipes for Reading” passages. 
Enjoy!

Answer Key

1) C 2) C 3) B 4) A 5) D
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Make a Christmas Treat
Christmas trees are one of  the most  famous holiday decorations.   In the  following 
recipe, you will learn how to make a Christmas tree decoration that you can eat!

Yummy Christmas Trees

Ingredients:

• 1 sugar cone ●    Green food coloring

• 2 tbsp. white frosting ●    M&Ms or Skittles candies

• Paper plate ●    Plastic knife

Directions:

1) Very carefully, squeeze 3 drops of  green food coloring into the 

white frosting.  Stir the frosting mixture until it is well blended.  If  

you want the icing to be darker, add more coloring, 1 drop at a 

time, until the frosting becomes the color you want it.

2) Put the sugar cone upside down on the plate so that the point is 

sticking up.  Use the knife to spread the frosting all over the cone.  

3)  Add  ornaments  to  your  tree  by  placing  M&Ms  or  Skittles 

candies all over the tree.  Choose a yellow candy for the star on 

top!

Read  the following  passage.   Follow the  directions  to  prepare  the  recipe 
described.  Then use the passage to answer the questions.
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Make a Christmas Treat

Circle the letter of the best answer.

1) What color food coloring will you need?

A. red B. yellow C. green D. blue

2) How many drops of food coloring should you start with?

A. 1 B. 2 C. 3 D. 4

3) In step 1, what is another word for frosting?

A. mixture B. icing

C. darker D. blended

4) What should you do if  your frosting is not dark enough?

A. Add more food coloring, one drop at a time.

B. Add more food coloring, 3 drops at a time.

C. Add green paint to the frosting.

D. Use less frosting on the tree.

5) Why will you use green frosting for this recipe?

A. Because green is a Christmas color.

B. Because sugar cones should be green.

C. So that your snack will look like Santa Claus.

D. So that your snack will look like a Christmas tree.
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