ROANOKE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SUMMER R EADIN G OPPO RTUNITY 2020
FOR GRADES 6-12

Due to the COVID-19 School Closure as mandated by the Governor, the
Roanoke County School Board approved a waiver for the 2020-2021 school year
to Policy 6.19 which states: all students enrolled in Pre-AP or AP English classes in
grades 6-12 will read at least two books the summer preceding the beginning of
the advanced class.
The main purpose of the Roanoke County Summer Reading Program is to instill a
love and desire to read, while improving reading and comprehension skills.
“According to the School Library Journal, those who participate not only mitigate
any summer learning loss, but they even show gains” (Terry). It is now more important than ever to keep our students reading and learning during this unprecedented time in our nation’s history. Roanoke County Public Schools developed a
Summer Reading Opportunity in which all students can participate. While the opportunity is optional, we encourage students to pick up a good book this summer
and reap the benefits of reading.

The Six Benefits of
Summer Reading Programs


Improve Reading Skills



Increase Desire to Read



Improve Self-Esteem



Neutralize Summer Learning Loss



Improve Comprehension



Improve Memory
(Fiore)

DETAILS
All Roanoke County students grades 6-12 will have the opportunity
to read a novel over the summer and complete one of the project
options.
Students may select a book from the suggested reading list OR a
book of their choice, with parent/guardian approval. Please assist
your child in making a choice that is appropriate for his or her
reading and maturity level.



Students who choose to complete the Summer
Reading Opportunity will receive extra credit to
be applied to their first quarter grade.



All projects must be handed in or submitted
digitally to the student’s teacher within two
weeks of the first day of school.

Option 1: The Book Review
Create a book review for your novel. Include a summary of the text, then tell the
audience whether you would or would not recommend the novel and why.
Be sure to include a star-rating.
Be sure to include the following elements:


Hook: Include the title, author, and genre of the novel. End your first paragraph
with a hook or cliffhanger to draw in the reader of your review.



Setting: Where and when does the story take place? Are there any special or supernatural locations?



Plot: Provide a BRIEF summary of the novel; however, do not give any spoilers!



Conclusion: Would you recommend this book? Why or why not? What type of reader would love this book?



Star Rating: Do not forget to put a star-rating on your review. Please use the rating
system provided.
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Option #2: The Film Director
You are the director of the movie version of your novel! Make a presentation with pictures and explanations on either a half-poster
board OR using a digital program such as Microsoft Sway or PowerPoint.


You must cast actors for each of the characters.
 Who would you cast for each role and why?
 Print, draw pictures, or add images to a digital
presentation of the actors and actresses you
choose.
If a movie has been made for the novel you chose, please
choose a new cast for a remake.



What type of set(s) would you need to create?
 Include locations, if applicable.
 Print, draw pictures, or add images to a digital
presentation of the sets and/or locations you
choose



Directors are notorious for making changes to our favorite
novels. What changes would you make in the movie
version of your book? Why are they necessary?
 Decide on at least one major change and one
minor change for the movie.
 Major: Cutting a major character or a scene,
changing the appearance of a major character,
changing the end, adding a character or scene,
adjusting the time period, adding a new twist, etc.
 Minor: Cutting a minor character, changing the
location of a scene to cut production costs, cut
unnecessary scenes/dialogue, etc.



What song would you choose as a theme song?
(Must be school appropriate)
 Include song lyrics and a 3-4 sentence explanation
of why the song is perfect for the film.



An Easter egg in a book to film presentation is a small detail, hidden reference, or inside joke that only true fans of
the novel would “get.”
 Think about how you would give a nod or salute
to the book’s fans and add at least one Easter egg
in your film adaptation. List where the Easter egg
will be and why it is important to the film.
 Examples:
 In Marvel films, Stan Lee (RIP) always
made an appearance as an “extra” and he
often had a humorous one-liner.
 In Harry Potter Films, the director
worked with J.K. Rowling to hide
symbolic items throughout the films.

Option #3: Brochure Breakdown
Your task is to construct a six--panel brochure OR an eight-slide digital presentation in PowerPoint that breaks down the major ideas
and elements of the novel you read.
1.
2.

Fold a piece of 8 ½” X 11” (or larger) paper into three equal sections or use PowerPoint.
Create specific sections of the brochure to describe the book elements listed below.
You may split them up as you wish, but make sure you have included the following:



Main Character(s):
 Who is he/she? What is he/she like? Include a drawing/illustration/picture of the main character(s).



Secondary Characters:
 Who are they? What are they like?
Setting:
 Where and when does the story take place AND how do these elements affect the characters, their problems, or
their decisions?
 Include a drawing/illustration/picture of the setting.
Conflict:

What is the main character’s problem(s)?

Include a drawing/illustration/picture that represents the conflict of the story.
Theme:
 What did the author want to teach you about life through the struggles of the main character?
 Identify two points in the novel that revealed the theme.
 Include a drawing/illustration/picture that represents the theme of the story.
Review:
 Did you like the book? What was your favorite part?
 Who would you recommend this book to?









Tara V. Smith tsmith@rcps.us

The following lists are SUGGESTED novels for middle and high school students, respectively. Our main goal is for students to
select a book that they will enjoy reading. Feel free to select from below or select a novel of your choice.
Parents/Guardians: Please assist your child in making a choice that is appropriate for his or her reading and maturity
level.

Book Suggestions for Middle School
Realistic Fiction
Counting by 7s by Holly Goldberg Sloan
Fish in a Tree by Lynda Mullaly Hunt
Ghost by Jason Reynolds
The Thing About Jellyfish by Ali Benjamin
Ungifted by Gordon Korman

Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Dystopian
Dragon Pearl by Yoon Ha Lee
Legend by Marie Lu
Lockwood & Co by Jonathan Stroud
MINRS by Kevin Sylvester
The False Prince by Jennifer Nielson

Graphic Novels
American Born Chinese by Gene Luen Yang
Amulet by Kazu Kibuishi
Brave by Svetlana Chmakova
El Deafo by Cece Bell
Ghosts by Raina Telegemeier

Historical Fiction
A Night Divided by Jennifer Nielson
Brooklyn 9 by Alan Gratz
Projekt 1065 by Alan Gratz
The Boys Who Challenged Hitler by Phillip M. Hoose
The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani

Non-Fiction
I am Malala by Malala Yousafzai
I Got This: To Gold and Beyond by Laurie Hernandez
The Playbook by Kwame Alexander
Unbroken (Young Readers Edition) by Laura Hillenbrand
Alexander Hamilton by Teri Kanefield

Books in Verse
A Cure for Cold Feet by Beth Ain
Booked by Kwame Alexander
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson
Inside Out and Back Again by Thanhha Lai
Knockout by K.A. Holt

Book Suggestions for High School
Realistic Fiction
Cracking the Bell by Geoff Herbach
Here to Stay by Sara Farizan
Saint Anything by Sara Dessen
Turtles All the Way Down by John Green
We Were Liars by E. Lockhart

Sci-Fi/Fantasy/Dystopian
Children of Blood and Bone by Toni Adeyemi
Internment by Samira Ahmed
Red Queen by Victoria Aveyard
Unwind by Neil Shusterman
The Cruel Prince by Holly Black

Graphic Novels
Grand Theft Horse by G. Neri
Kiddo by Jarrett J. Kroscozka
Nimona by Noelle Stevenson
Pumpkinheads by Rainbow Rowell
They Called Us Enemy by George Takei

Historical Fiction
Book Thief by Markus Zusak
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth E. Wein
In the Time of the Butterflies by Julia Alvarez
The Librarian of Auschwitz by Antonio Hurbe
The Boy at the Top of the Mountain by John Boyne

Non-Fiction
Proud by Ibtihaj Muhammad
No Summit Out of Sight by Jordan Romero
The Boy on the Wooden Box by Leon Leyson
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand
Vincent and Theo by Deborah Heiligman

Books in Verse
Long Way Down by Jason Reynolds
Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo
Shakespeare Makes the Playoffs by Ron Koertge
Solo by Kwame Alexander
Street Love by Walter Dean Myers
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How to Locate Electronic Reading Materials
Go to https://soraapp.com, or search for it in Classlink if you are using
your laptop.
In Sora, find “Roanoke County Schools” and sign in using your Microsoft
login information.
Have a public library card? Click on the three bars on the top righthand side of the screen. From there, you can click “Add a Public Library”
and find “Roanoke Valley Libraries.”
When you borrow a book from their collection, you will need to add your
card number. If you don't have a public library card, use your parent's card.
There is a barcode number on the back. That's all you need for access.
NO Library card? NO problem! Apply for one here: https://
www.roanokecountyva.gov/FormCenter/Library-8/eLibrary-CardApplication-119, and it will be emailed to you.

TumbleBooks, a world leader in online children’s book databases, announced
it will make its family of online libraries available for free to all libraries until
at least August 31. TumbleBooks’ databases are easy to use, and feature unlimited access from home! You can read as many books as they want, when
they want, and on any device. There are no check-outs, holds, or bulky downloads. Books are available instantly.
TumbleBookLibrary - K-6 children's ebook database
Direct Link: https://www.tumblebooklibrary.com/auto_login.aspx?
U=tumble735&P=books
TeenBookCloud - gr 7-12 ebook database
Direct Link: https://www.teenbookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?
U=tumble2020&P=A3b5c6
Username: tumble2020
Password: A3b5c6
AudioBookCloud - This site is an audio book database for kids to adults, however the direct link below provides direct access to the children's section.
Direct Link: http://www.audiobookcloud.com/autologin.aspx?
U=tumble2020&P=A3b5c6&categoryID=33
Username: tumble2020
Password: A3b5c6



AUDIBLE IS NOW FREE!
With all of us experiencing varying degrees of social distancing
and school closures, we have created something that we hope
makes our customers’ lives a
little easier.
At stories.audible.com, you will
find hundreds of our titles available completely free.

LIGHTBOX BOOKS (Available until August 1st.)
Go to destinydiscover.com

In the Location box, it says “Any Location.” Do not change. In the School box, enter “Follett eLearning,
McHenry, IL” and click Go! To log in, click on the “Log In” button at the top right of the screen.
Username: guest
Password: follett


DESTINY DISCOVER: EBOOKS
Go to https://www.destinydiscover.com/

Username: School Username (first initial, last name, last 4 digits of your lunch number)
Password: last 5 digits of your lunch number
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