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December 2019
Catch us Twitter and Facebook!

Tis the SEASON!
With so many things happening at
the Fort, it was such a challenge
picking the photos for this holiday
edition of the newsletter. The school
is alive with laughter, learning, and
of course, Lion PRIDE! Pictured
above: Each week, 3 students will be
selected to be Pride Leaders by
drawing tickets from the PRIDE
bucket. Students wear the Lion
Emblem all day and have lunch with
the principal.
Lion Leaders has finally gotten off
the ground. These student
representatives are participating in
leadership training, organizing, and
leading our students in a variety of
service and spirit activities.

It has been said that if you are
thankful for what you have, what
you have will be enough. For some
of us, this is much more challenging.
As we move through this season
with grateful hearts, we also lend a
helping hand.

In November, the large number of
turkey handprints adorning our
windows showed how generous the
Fort Lewis family was in giving to the
United Way!
As we enter December, our Lions
lend another helping hand as
students donate food items and
coats (new and used) for those in
need in our community. Let’s keep
the Lion Mane growing!

These girls look silly, but they have
been doing some serious training!
Girls on the Run is a non-profit
program that works to encourage preteen girls to develop self-respect and
healthy lifestyles through interactive
lessons and running games,
culminating in a celebratory 5k run.
These girls will show their stuff on
Saturday, December 7th at Green Hill
Park! Come by at 9:00 AM and cheer
them on!

PTA NEWS:
Happy Holidays! We know that
this time of year can be extremely
busy, but especially fun for
families with little kids. We have
some exciting events coming up
that we hope will help add some
cheer to your holidays.

- Coming this spring: Square One
art projects, bingo, and teacher
experiences auction.
Thank you for all your support!

Lion PRIDE Dress-up Days!
We start off this month with our
first Skate Night on Friday
December 13th, from 4-10pm at
the Skate Center of Roanoke
Valley on Brandon Rd. We are
selling tickets every day for $4
each. Please send in with your
students clearly labeled and we
will send tickets home. We know
the students will have a blast
spending time together during this
event. Let’s show the Skate
Center our Lion Pride!
We also have our annual Holiday
Shop on December 11th-13th.
Each class will have a chance to
shop for family and friends. This is
one of our favorite events of the
year and we enjoy seeing the
students spreading cheer and
thinking of others. If you would
like to sponsor a child please
send in $10 in an envelope
labeled “holiday shop sponsor,
attention Stacy Brock” any time
before December 11th, we will
work with the school office and
teachers to determine children
who may need the money to shop
for family. Look for more
information to come home in
Tuesday folders.
Other PTA notes:
- If you haven’t already, please
sign up for community rewards on
both Kroger and Amazon
websites. They give a portion of
the money you spend with them
back to the school. This is an
easy way to give back.
- We continue to do projects
around the school to help brighten
the school up and bring positive
messages.

Wednesday, Dec. 4th: Do you like
elves? The Grinch? Wear green
today!
Buddies abound at FLES! This fall
has provided many opportunities for
students and their buddies to
collaborate. Students learn to
collaborate, communicate, use
critical thinking, and creativity. We
are building school citizens by
encouraging mentoring relationships
across the grade levels.

Friday, Dec. 6th: Dress up as your
favorite winter holiday movie,
book, or traditional character. Be
creative! You can even create
your own holiday character!
Tuesday, Dec.10th: Reindeer day!
Dress as a reindeer or wear your
favorite holiday headgear!
Wed. December 11th: Wear RED!
Thurs. Dec. 12th: Ho-Ho-Ho
down! Cowboy day!

5th and 2nd graders work together to
build parade floats.

Friday: December 13th: Wear a
scarf for Snowman Day!
Mon, Dec. 16th: Sparkle, sequin,
gold, and silver day!
Tues. December 17th: Holiday
shirt or sweater day! Tacky or
tasteful!

.
1st and 4th Grade Buddies tell Turkey
Tales using Flipgrid!

Thurs. Dec. 19th: Elf on a Shelf
Day! Elfie Selfies
Friday. Dec. 20th: PJ DAY!

Upcoming Dates-Events
 Wednesday, 12/4 Colonial
Day- 4th and 1st Grades
 Tuesday, 12/10, PTA
Meeting and 4th and 5th
Grade Winter Holiday
Program 6:30 PM
 Wednesday, 12/11 Holiday
Shop open for select
classes
 Thursday, 12/12 Holiday
Shop open for select
classes
 Friday, 12/13 Students
missing their scheduled
time can shop at the
Holiday Shop

 Friday, 12/13 SKATE
CENTER event for FLES
4:00–10:00
 Tuesday, 12/18 Grades
3&5 Field Trip to GHS, 1st
and 4th Grade Field Trip

REMINDERS
 School starts at 7:45 AM
sharp.
 Send in a healthy snack
each day
 Check planners and
Tuesday folders
 Bring a warm coat/jacket
for recess
 Please be sure to update
any contact information
if you have changes
(phone numbers,
emergency contacts) in
case we encounter winter
weather. If it is likely
that another adult will
pick up your child, please
call the school that day
to let us know.

Minecraft Education A year
ago, Deede Clifford was
interviewed for her use of
Minecraft in the classroom. Now
she leads the first FLES Minecraft
Club which will be wrapping up
soon.

Over 70 students have
participated! Thank you Mrs.
Clifford! (Can you find her in the
picture?)

 12/23 – 1/6 Winter Break NO SCHOOL
 1/7/2020 School is open
for the new year!

The faculty and staff of Fort Lewis
Elementary wish you and your family a
holiday season filled with love, laughter,
and good memories. We are thankful to
be part of such a wonderful community.
Have safe travels and we will see you in
January!

