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FORT LEWIS FAMILY, 

As we move through this beautiful 
time of year, birthday 
celebrations, holiday celebrations, 
worship services, community 
services, shopping, and learning 
have all taken new form.   

We never could have predicted 
that our world would be turned 
upside down and our school year 
would end in our homes. The 
challenges we are facing now are 
unexpected and unprecidented.   

There have been gifts along with 
the challenges. Students, 
teachers, and families are 
exploring new and innovative 
ways to learn and connect. 
Parents are more engaged in their 
children’s learning experiences. 
Many of us have been able to 
slow down and reconnect more 
deeply with our families.  

Please know that we are here to 
support you in helping your child 
learn and grow. We are all in this 
together. Together we will get 
through this.   

  

CONTACT US:  Reach us by 
phone (540) 387-6594 or email 
khsmith@rcps.us, (Kim Hires 
Smith, principal), jscott@rcps.us 
(Joe Scott, counselor) if you need 
support, encouragement, or if you 
have ideas or concerns.  You can 
also reach your child’s teacher by 
phone and email. 

  You can also reach out for 
information using the Roanoke 
County Public Schools hotline 
at 540-562-3791 or technology 
support at techsupport@rcps.us. 

 

 

April is AUTISM AWARENESS 
Month.  Although we aren’t in school 
to wear blue, we encourage 
everyone to build on our post on 
Facebook and post your support in 
the form of a selfie or picture of your 
student or family in BLUE!   

  

Why is the letter ‘A’ like a flower? 

A Bee comes after it!   

Social Distancing 
Edition April-May 2020 

Check out our website! 

Catch us Twitter and Facebook! 
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We have experienced a deep 
sense of community and Lion 
Pride: delivering lunches and 
materials, video-chats, signs, 
photos, the staff car parade, and 
Facebook posts. The strength in 
our community is evident. 

 

Another way to show our solidarity 
and Lion Pride?  Attached, you will 
find a unique creation by our art 
teacher, Mrs. Rebecca Kyle.  We are 
in the process of making this a T-
Shirt that will be available to our 
school community. 

In the meantime, please feel free to 
print and color this beautiful design 
and hang it in your window.  (If you 
need a printed copy, email 
khsmith@rcps.us)  

 

Beginning on Monday, April 20th, 
please post your colored Lion where 
families can drive through their 
neighborhood to enjoy seeing our 
fellow LIONS.  We also challenge 
you to make a lion of your own to 
display in your window.  How many 
Lions will you find?   

 

This is an ideal time to 
explore interest-based 
learning.  Let your child’s 
interests be your guide in 
driving new learning.  A child 
is much more willing to read 
and write about a developing 
or passionate interest.  Have 
your child take a hand at 
fiction or research a topic and 
report on it!   

   
Share your LEARN AT HOME 
projects through pics! Email Mrs. 
Smith your home learning pictures 
and see them on our FB Page or on a 
display of our hard work for our 
next Back to School Night.  
(khsmith@rcps.us)   

 

Some learn best with online 
resources, others design and create. 
Writing about your experiences can 

help your child process current 
events and give parents and 
teachers insights as to their 

adjustment to this shift in life.   

 

Music and motion is a great way to 
boost your child’s mood and 

promote body to brain neurological 
connections.   

 

Virtual tours of historic sites and 
museums are available online.   As 
you learn about our past, help your 
child consider how the events in our 

history have shaped our beliefs, 
laws, and lifestyles today. 

 

Science is all around us.  Some will 
enjoy exploring online while others 
will learn from watching the season 
unfold with spring flowers around 

us. Plant some seeds and have your 
child keep observations (writing or 

pictures) and measurements!

       

Creating models is another way to 
help students understand a new or 
abstract concept.  We are here to 

help if you need an idea, guidance, 
or resources for a project.   
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PTA NEWS Square 1 Art orders 
will be coming in the end of April.  If 
you ordered something, we will be in 
touch!   

Interested in contributing your time?  
If you are interested in taking on the 
task of PTA Membership, please 
contact Heather at 
hmarks710@gmail.com. 

   

Have you taken the time to connect 
your Kroger card with Fort Lewis?    
Kroger will credit our schools with 
free money as you do what you’ve 
always done (well, maybe from the 
curbside and a bit less toilet paper 
than usual).  Please take a few 
minutes to look into this option to 
support our school.    

     

 

Why was the bunny so 

sad?   

He was having a bad 

hare day! 

 

On Thursday,  March 26th, 

Fort Lewis staff along with the 
Roanoke County Sheriff’s Office 
paraded through the neighborhoods 
waving and honking their horns as 
students, families, and neighbors 
waved and shared signs, showing 
their Lion PRIDE!   

 

It was a heartwarming experience for 
all involved and just what was 
needed during this extended 
absence.   

 

A senior citizen from our community 
called the Sheriff’s Office to share 
her joy over the experience after 
being alone in her house for an 
extended amount of time.  It was a 
great reminder to reach out to those 
in our community who may be 
especially isolated.   
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    Thank you to the lunch crew!  We will all miss our deliveries to you in the community 
as we switch to primarily a pick up system.  It was truly our pleasure to serve you.  If 
you would like to participate in our meal program, please let us know (online or give us 
a call).  We will be doing pick up meals 5 days a week at one of 8 locations in 
Roanoke County from 12 – 1 PM Monday through Friday.  You will only need to pull 
up and pop the trunk. 

 
Pictured from left to right:  Mrs. Frye (cafeteria manager), Mr. Chris (Bus 66), Mr. Scott (School 
Counselor), Mr. Ronnie (Bus 169), Mrs. Cockes (IA), Kim Smith (Principal), Ms. Loren (PK IA), Ms. 
Carol (Bus 215), Ms. Robin (Bus 219), Mr. Isbell (PE)  Missing:  Ms. Madison (PK IA), Ms. 
Southworth (IA), Mrs. Ferries (IA), Ms. Ashley (IA) and Mrs. Bratton (IA). 

Why shouldn’t you tell an Easter egg a joke?  It might CRACK UP!!!! 

 



 

 

 


